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ANNALS OF IOWA which had held Ihc large supporting beams ( Figure 2) were uncovered between the first and second windows from the wall separating the chamber from the hall. Also in the interior brick wall were found bricks positioned vertically, indicating the location of additional supporting members for the floor. The gallery did exist! Stovepipe holes, also filled with brick, revealed the position of two chimneys located near the cupola but no longer extant. An 1853 photograph of the building (Figure 3) showed the interior chimneys, but now the exact location is known. Another early picture had revealed that a wainscot with a chair rail had been a part of the interior architecture of the House Chamber ( Figure 4 ). The discovery of wood plugs in the walls around the room at chair rail height gives the restorers its exact height and position. These clues lo the original appearance of Old Capitol have been significant as architects and researchers on the project analyze fragmentary bits of documentary data in order to piece together an authentic picture df the historic building as it was during the 1842-1857 period when it served as a capitol. The first occupancy of the building was on December 1, 1842, by the Fifth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa. It was used by the territorial government until December 28, 1846, when President James K. Polk signed the act of admission which proclaimed Iowa a State of the Union. On that date the building became the capitol of the State of Iowa, a distinction it held until the seat of government was moved westward to Des Moines in 1857. The act which provided for removal of the capital from Iowa City also transferred the capitol building to the University of Iowa.
In Old Capitol, the third building to be the governmental headquarters, the last four Iowa territorial legislatures met. In it iowa made the transition to statehood. Its first state governor, Ansel Briggs, was inau^rated there. Its first six General Assemblies met there. The constitution which remains the fundamental law of Iowa was drafted in Old Capitol. The statute laws of Iowa were made in the building between 1842 and 1857, and the Code of 1851 was compiled there. The University of Iowa was chartered in the building by the First Iowa General Assembly on February 25, 1847, just fifty-nine days after Iowa's final admission to statehood. The Republican party of Iowa was founded there in 1856.T oday Old Capitol, as the buiiding is known by all Iowans, is the focal point of the University of Iowa campus and will continue to be so in the current plans for restoration of the building. The University's central administration offices remained there continuously for 113 years, until their removal in 1970, preparatory to Old Capitol's restoration as an historic site. The building has served the University in many ways in addition to administrative facilities-for classrooms and offices, for a University chapel, library, rooms for archives, alumni association, nineteenth century literary societies, and many others.
The Original Plan
John Francis Rague, a native of New Jersey who studied with the noted architect, Minard Lafever, in New York City, designed Old Capitol while he was supervising the construction of the Illinois state ' Robert T. Hilton Old Capitol is rectangular and measures 120 feet in length and 60 feet in width. It Is constructed of the Coralville member of the Cedar Valley limestone of the Devonian period. The dominant color of this stone is a tannish-gray. The steps leading to the platforms of the porticoes are of granite. The porticoes, the main cornice, and the cupola are of wood. The four fluted columns on each of the porticoes are of the Doric order and are constructed of wood which has been sandblasted.
In her study of Rague's work, Betsy Woodman describes the exterior of Old Capitol as follows:
The height of the building from the ground line to the ridgepole of the roof measures 60 feet. North and south tetrastyle porticoes project 12 feet from the long sides. A raised basement elevates the upper two stories over six feet above the ground level. Pilasters appear on the main facades only; thus, a peristyle temple treatment does not carry around the building. A cupola rises from the center of the roof, beginning with two square bases. Its height is 54 feet from the base to the top of the cupola. The second one atop the first is smaller in size so that a graduated series of sections results. The lower square structure is trimmed with a balustrade and the one above with a heavy cornice and pilasters at the corners. The exterior as it presently exists is changed little, if any, from the original intent of the architect. The only major change on the outside is the addition in the 1920s of the west portico which is identical to the east one. A photograph of the west side of Old Capitol, taken in 1920, gives structural evidence that Rague had planned for the construction of porticoes on both the east and the west sides ( Figure 5) . A major remodeling and rehabilitation of the building took place between 1921 and 1924 when a steel structure was installed and the building was fireproofed. Recognition of the structure's architectural merit is evident in the limitation on reconstruction set by a legislative act in 1917 while the project was in its formative stages:
Sec. 3. Limitation on reconstruction. That in the reconstruction of said building, the exterior shall not be changed in its appearance, structure or design and only such change shall be made in ihe interior of said building as is necessary to properly carry out the purpose and intent of this act to make said building fireproof or substantially so and to reproduce said structure without change in any of its original parts.
To date, Rague's original floor plans for Old Capitol have not been located. However, they were described as follows in an 1840 journal:
. . . the basement story is entered by two doors in the opposite ends, both opening into a hall seven feet wide, which runs directly through the building north and south, dividing it into two equal parts. There are four rooms on each side about twenty feet square, designed for committee rooms. There is also a large and convenient woodroom, and a fire-proof vault, arched with brick, and covered with grouted masonry, more than three feet thick, for the safety of public documents. On the next floor there is the same division north and south, and a broad hall or vestibule east and west, entered from the porticos on each side of the building. North of the vestibule, east side, is a room forty-three by twenty-two and a half feet, designed for the supreme court; a corresponding room of the same size on the south of the vestibule, is designed for the use of the Secretary of the Territory. designed for the use of the Governor. Auditor, Treasurer, and the Library. On the upper floor the north and south hall is omitted. In the south wing is the Representatives hall, fifty-two by forty-three feet in the clear. In the north wing are the Council chamber and three small committee rooms, cut off from the west of it.
Such a description leaves unanswered questions. Were the four rooms on the west side of the floor above the basement listed from left to right? Was the Governor's office in the southwest corner of the building and the Library in the northwest? Were the three small committee rooms which were planned to adjoin the Council (Senate) Chamber ever constructed? Today there is no visible evidence that they were.
Additional documentation must be located to answer such questions. Failing this, assumptions or "educated guesses" must be made in order to arrive at a satisfactory and logical solution for the floor plan of Old Capitol. Based upon the 1840 description above, the floor plans for the restored building have been developed.
The hall or vestibule is centered with a reverse spiral staircase which connects the first and second floors. Originally, the first floor and the basement were connected by a straight staircase, immediately below the spiral staircase, which extended from the north on the first floor to the south at the basement level. In the 1920s remodeling, the straight staircase was replaced with a spiral staircase which complements the original design, and the original spiral was completely rebuilt but was copied from the prototype. Only two visible changes were made from the early staircase ( Figure 6 ). The south (or left) newel post was ten inches higher than the north one, apparently because the craftsmen constructing it were unable to cope with the fast descent of the inside rail and maintain the posts at an even height. The 1920s designers were able to solve this problem, and today's staircase has newel posts of the same height. The underside of the original stairs was ribbed, as Figure 6 shows. This feature will be replaced in the present restoration.
The interior of the building has changed considerably from the original floor plan in order to adapt the structure to the needs of The University of Iowa. The restoration will return it to the original plan wherever this is practicable. 
11

Restoration Plans
As voted by the Old Capitol Restoration Committee, the plans call for preserving the total history of Old Capitol. When implemented, this recommendation will mirror the four years the building served as territorial capitol, the eleven years as state capitol, and the The House Chamber, Supreme Court Chamber, Governor's, Auditor's, and Treasurer's offices, and the Library will be restored to territorial and statehood days. The Senate Chamber and the President's office and reception area (originally the office of the Secretary of the Territory) will represent University history in the building and depict the 1920s remodeling. The reception area adjacent to the President's office will serve as a business and reception room for the restored museum. Since the ground floor continues to be occupied by University offices, no decisions have been made concerning its use. Long-range plans call for restoration of the basement as well as for consideration of the landscaping of the building.
Furnishings for Old Capitol
The restoration committee is searching for information concerning furniture and accessories which were originally in Old Capitol between 1842 and 1857. Also, appropriate furniture for a legislative building of the time period is being sought, particularly items which reflect the cultural heritage of frontier Iowa.
To date, one chair ( Figure 7 ) has been located which is thought to have been in Old Capitol in the 1840s. Made of black walnut and having a caned seat and chair back, it may well be one of "26 cane chairs" which were purchased from a St. Louis firm in 1839.^"Ê vidence exists that furniture used in the First Territorial Capitol in Burlington between 1838 and 1842 was transported by wagon to Iowa City in 1842 for use there. As late as 1848, however, some of the early furniture was still in Burlington since at least two officials refused to move to Iowa City, but another record shows that it was moved to the new capitol in that year.^T he chair, which was found several years ago in a room in Old Capitol by Willard L. Boyd, President of the University of Iowa, may well be one of the original 26 since its design and construction are of the 1830-1840 vintage. In addition, there were 26 represenutives in the Legislative Assembly (House) at the time the cane chairs were purchased, leading researchers to think that the existing cane chair is the prototype for the ones used in that chamber. In order to present an authentic picture of the House Chamber of the restoration period, reproductions of the chair illustrated will be made. Of special interest to research scholars will be the restored Library and its collection of rare books. Early catalogues of acquisitions for the Territorial-State Library have been located, and efforts are being made to secure the volumes listed.' ^ Mrs. Martha Esbin, research librarian, is coordinating this phase of the restoration project, and she has located several books which were in the early library.
Carver Gift Initiates Funding
Funding for the project is being obtained from several sources. The initial gift was for the restoration of the House Chamber, a designated part of the $3.5 million gift to the University in 
